Ottawa Brahms Choir Spring Concert 2014 – Impressions
It was a delight to be part of our 2014 spring concert, which took place on Sunday afternoon, April 27, at St. Thomas the Apostle church.  With soul and heart we sang a selection of inspiring songs of spring, and the Great Schubert Messe in G, strengthened and carried by a first class young string quartet and impressive soloists, under the direction of conductor Denise Hawkins. The quartet consisted of violinists Galina Rezaeipour and Sarah Williams, violist Sonya Probst, and cellist Peter Rapson.  Soloists were Sandra Wilson, soprano, Harold Swafford, tenor, and Joel Nordenstrom, bass. 
A spirited MC Joachim Moskau addressed the audience, announcing all songs and giving background information.  To welcome the season of spring, the ladies chose colourful scarves, the men looked elegant and stronger in number thanks to much effort by a dedicated team of choir members during the summer to woo new members.  Three additional sopranos – Julie Henderson, Joyce Lundberg, and Susan Scott – strengthened the vocal performance.  

The choir opened the concert with ‘Verleih uns Frieden’ (Mendelssohn), followed by the Great Schubert Messe in G.  Both presentations were accompanied by the quartet.  It was an honour to sing and be carried by such good musicians.   With Ioulia at the piano, the choir presented a favourite  ‘Die Nachtigall’ (Mendelssohn), also ‘Schoen Bluemelein’ (Schumann), ‘Wiegenlied (Brahms).  The light-hearted songs ‘Der Gutzgauch’ or  ‘Cuckoo’  (Lorenz Lemlin),  and ‘Peter on de Sea, Sea, Sea’  (American spiritual) brought smiles and even laughter from the audience.  ‘Dona Nobis Pacem’ (David Lenz) was beautifully accompanied on flutes by Charlotte Newton, Barbara Wexler, Cara Whalen, hand bells by Andrea Sloan, Joan Foster-Jones.  The  concert ended with cheerful and enlightened songs, ‘Keep your Lamps’ and ‘Bwana Awabariki’ (May God Give you a Blessing), a Swahili folk hymn with impressive solo voices Harold Swafford, Sandra Wilson, as well as percussionist Richard Houle.

The four musicians delighted the audience with the String Quartet No. 8 in B flat Major by Franz Schubert earning big applause from everyone.   Ioulia  and Galina presented  ‘Spring’  Sonata No. 5 for violin and piano by Beethoven,  followed by long enthusiastic applause.  Flower presentation for conductor, soloists, and musicians  concluded the concert. 
The reception was great fun: time for celebration and relaxation after many hours of rehearsals.  Flowers of spring in vases on beautifully decorated  tables  helped the offering of an abundance  of sweet and savory dishes and drinks.  An authentic Black Forest cake donated generously by the Swiss Bakery was there one moment and gone the next, and a beautifully decorated chocolate cake from ‘Delightful Tastes’ hardly stood a chance to last with the young.  Guests and choir members mingled and engaged in animated  conversations.  Leo, our President, gave accolades – as usual on a chair - this time with hat.

 Thanks, Denise, for your hard work during the long Winter Season, for your patience and for never wavering in your support and encouragement.  Ioulia Blinova and Jenna Richards on piano  - thanks for your loyal  support.  
Choir members were strengthened by a socially and musically inspiring fun workshop weekend  in March in which conductor Barbara Clarke joined us on Sunday to give us great support and further encouragement.  Let’s repeat it next year in greater numbers!
Thank you, volunteers, for your support. And thanks to everyone involved in making this spring concert a success. Thanks also to all generous donors who contributed financially towards the concert, to the officials of the German, Austrian and Swiss Embassies, and the editors of community newspapers, who generously made our concert known to the public in Ottawa.
The concert ended on a high note!      And spring has arrived!
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