In Praise of Ottawa Brahms Choir at Thirty Years

Or…… 30 years of Brahmsing
A very very warm welcome to you All

Here at Southminster’s Parlour Hall

Our choir enjoys its 30th Season,

We’ll give a special concert for this reason...
To enlighten you in a mood of good humour
Here’s the History of our Choir.
Based on programmes, photos, text,

As best I can, here are the facts:

1980/81 - 2011
3 special ladies were there from the beginning

And helped shape the choir’s repertoire singing:

Getraude, Gisela, a little later our Karin
Joining the new choir’s weekly rehearsin(g)
Under Director  Dieter Kiesewalter,
Musician, Musicologist, Cabaretist, and Founder
Of  Ottawa’s new Johannes Brahms Choir,
To delight the audience and to inspire.

They participated with enthusiasm and dedication,

Hosted workshops at their cottages on occasion,

Were section heads, or participated at Board meetings,

Sold tickets by the dozens to fill concert halls’ seatings.

Baked cakes, spread the word and lost no chances

To kick up their heels at occasional dances

That followed the concerts after the singing.
But let’s go over the history and start from the beginning:

1980-1990
Director of Johannes Brahms Choir for 10 years was Dieter
With wife Linda in the choir - he directed Folksong and Lieder, 

Motets, Madrigals, Kantate or Sonnet

He often accompanied on piano, harpsichord or spinet. 
In ‘84 as Director of the Festival of the Arts
He won easily the musicians’ and audience’s hearts.
Son Tobias and Claire Heistek recorder Instrumentalists,
Gerald Corey, Bassoon and Dina Namer, pianist;
Kurt Hungerland, Baritone, Nick Michelis, Tenor,
accompanied choir and German Kinderchor;
All drawn from Ottawa’s gifted music scene.
including Pianists Stan Zielinski and Catherine Green. 
Cheryl Palmai and Robert skilled and artistic,
coached choir, sang solo, played at piano, fantastic!

Musicians from Ottawa’s NAC-Orchestra

supported the choir’s wide repertoire.

Singspiel ‘A Birds Wedding’ – a musical skid

with costume, in Spring, was a great hit.
The choir sang
Schuetz, Praetorius, desPres, diLasso, Gastoldi,
Dowland, Purcell, Brahms, Bach, Mendelssohn-Bartholdy,

Just to name a few of the choir’s repertoire

Chosen by this genius. The audience came from near and far.

At the Lutheran Church the choir’s choral sound

Was enjoyed by the German congregation and “Frohe Runde-Round”.
At Johann S.  Bach’s 300th Birthday Celebration
Dieter with Choir gave great manifestation.

Remember Thomas Kroeger?  Lindenhof’s owner and chief cook,
Also President of the choir ?– for all he undertook.
Cabarets at Bronson Hall, House of Kraft, or at Lansdowne
The audience loved it, they brought the house down;
ORFA  Benefit concert raised many good sums,
While Johannes Brahms Choir delivered good hums.

Joined by Stubenmusi, Alpen Trio and Concordia choir(s),
Kerber and more Ensembles from Germany did greatly inspire.
Under Dieter’s good counsel and wise direction
The Choir gained greatly in reputation.
Journalist  Mrs. Edith Kuntz,  reporter of Kurier, 

A German paper that has since gone down under
Gave the most encouraging and detailed descriptions
of all songs, music and orchestral depictions.

        *      *        *       *       *         *           *

1990 - 1994
Director Cheryl McCarthy  with Robert Palmai,
on piano, organ, not on Chalmai,
Continued to lead with a choral extravaganza

Presenting Horovitz’s horrortorio – a story of Dracula.
The 10th Anniversary Concert Festival

Was special and brought this all:

composers Rachmaninoff, Brahms, and Britten
Praetorius, Luebeck, Shickhardt and Willan,
Instrumentalists on Recorder and Cello

The choir sang to 0rgan and Oboe.

From Ottawa U, The Ottawa Brass are guest(s)
Dieter on Virginal, the evening - ein Fest! 

 ‘Wonder song’ from Harry Somers or Waltzes from Strauss

The choir delivered it well to a full house.

Canterbury High School and Orchestra
Joined the choir in A. Mozart’s  ‘Vesper(s)’

to remember Amadeus, the great composer

Shannon Mercer sang beautiful and with composure.

Cantata Singer’s soloists
Where among musicians and artists.

Benefit concert for Palliative care

The choir participated with its fair share.

The choir sang in Swedish, French, Romanian and Dutch
Children of the German Language School danced, there was great Applause-klatsch.

Gisela and Gertraude were charming gracious hosts

At summer cottage with song, BBQ and many a good toasts.
At St. Albertus Church the congregation and guest
Were treated to merry Christmas music – zum Fest:

The Montagna singers, Alpen Trio and Stuben Musi
With Concordia choirs – a real musical- Schmusi;
‘An Echo Carol’, Jodler, Hirtenlied, Menuett

In short, Edith Kuntz declared the evening “sehr nett”!

                    *    *     *
Christmas concert 1994-95 

Director Richard Heinzle led the choir to new height
Offered wide choral repertoire including Brahms “Hey Zigeuner, greif’ in die Sait!”
(Or Telemann’s Machet die Tore Weit;)
And European Christmas carols in 5 languages at least
With the participation of Alpen Trio – was a musical feast.

The Brahms choir sang Mozart’s Missa Brevis in D, 

Bruckner’s “Locus iste”, Verdi’s “Chorus of the Gypsie”,

with Peter Demotrovits at the organ

The audience forgets all Kummer and Sorgen. 

 ‘Of  Heaven and Earth’ concert,  pianist Jane Perry
Accompanies beautiful to “Musical Risotti”. 
(Dec. 10, 1995)

For the 15th Anniversary celebration

Dieter is back with acclamation.

To conduct Telemann’s “In Dulci Jubilo” 
With son Tobias Partita No. 2 and Capriccio.

4 songs by Brahms - “Ich fahr Dahin”,
A. Savtchenko (Bass) sings Aria of Prince Gremin.

(1995-98)
Director David Chin with much pizzazz

Lead the choir in ‘Imperial ‘Nelson’ Mass;

Martin Luther is greatly commemorated

With Bach’s Ein Feste Burg – presented first rated.

Schubert’s ‘Mass In G’ or Raminsh’s ‘Magnificat’

Through all this the audience patiently sat.

Love, Life and Lieder, Zigeunerlied-leben

With Director Chin hat es viel Spass gegeben.

Henk Huizenga, the wonderful Bass

Sings now in the East but not with us.
Schaumburger Kanada and Brahms Choirs
Sing with heart which greatly inspires:

“O Taeler Weit o Hoehen” by Mendelssohn-Bartholdy;

“An Hellen Tagen” by Giovanni Gastoldi;

“Now all Trees Have come to Rest” by Bach;

And Johannes Brahms’ “In Stiller Nach(t)”.
Spring 1999
Dieter is back conducting a great programme

The choir sings inspiring cantatas by GP Telemann,

The choir is strengthened by

Sandra Dean, the organist
and

 Ilene McKenna the pianist. 

1999 - 2003
At the turn of the 21st century, November 1999 

Director Brenda Beckingham is there to shine,

“Let the Heavens be Glad” she finds Catherine Donkin
Who accompanies the choir – and they graciously danken!

“O come All Ye Faithful”, “Little Drummer Boy”

The Johannes Brahms Choir sings with great joy. 

Romantic Lieders, Madrigals in Spring,
To Schubert, Schumann, Purcell they sing.
Folksong from the 15th century

Or Gustav Holst great fairy tale tragedy.

They sing Brahms and Mendelssohn-Bartholdy

And ‘Now is the Month of Maying’ by Thomas Morley.

Music for Advent  - 

on occasion of 20th Anniversary celebration

 Female and Male Concordia sing with acclamation.
With Ottawa-Carleton Male Choir and Alpen Trio
The Johannes Brahms Choir sings Con Brio.
For Spring, Brenda and Catherine plan to present
 “Les Barricades Misterieux’ on Period Instruments.

The Brahms choir sings Chorals from Bach Cantata

Aaron Copland, English and Irish Folksongs and Brahms Lied –ahhh!
The St. Giles Choir joins them during the Joy of Advent

Les Barricades Misterieux are guests again at this event.

In Spring they bring Messa di Gloria by Puccini

And “Chorus by Slaves” by Guiseppe Verdi.

“Schulmeister Kantate”, “Loch Lomond”,” I’se the b’y”

And “Die Bluemelein sie schlafen”  - a Lullaby.  

Christmas Concert 2003 
Director Calvin Church is Director now

And knows how to put on a great choral show:

Schuetz: Meine Seele; Magnificat by Buxtehud(e)

Southminster’s United Church choir joins – where is the food?
“Herald!!!  Sound the Note of Gladness!”
Oh dear, I wonder by now wie spaet ist es?
At the piano is again Dina Namer
Alto recorder is Baerbel Layer
With Carol: “see amid the winter’s snow” precipitation

The audience is delighted with vocal participation.

2004 - 2005
*Rohahes (Iain Philipps) now enters the scene
As director, with great vision, and very keen;

A composer of “A creation Hymn of Praise”

The choir sings “Ron Wa Son Naiens” in perfect phrase.
Also African American  beautiful Spiritual

And with Carleton’s Early Music Ensemble:
“Santa Maria Strella Do Dia”;
And “Las Cantigas de Sante Maria”.
 Alpen Trio -  sing since 1976 – we are told

In 2002 received Decoration of Merit in Gold.

Their great repertoire from the Alps is authentic

(“Is wohl a scheane Zeit” (?) “Grueass di Gott” “Jodler” ):

Karen, Gretel and Maria sing this charmingly lieblich.
Christmas 2004
Name change:

Johannes Brahms,  in paradisical dwelling

Hears with Dieter on earth of his choir’s name changing:

New name is now the ‘Ottawa Brahms Choir’
Johannes is pleased. He likes our ‘shire’:

Canada’s Capital City, Ottawa
Where His works are admired – immerda.
  Musicus Hellmut Seemann wrote for this occasion
“An die Jugend”, und “Frohsinn”  - a youthful composition. -
Motto: “Singen is inser Freid”, or “Quodlibet”,  a humorous medley

“Barley break”, “Der Falke” by Brahms or by Morley….
2005
25th Anniversary Concert takes place,
Southminster United Church provides the space

And with special guests Barbara Bolte – with Oboe,

the Chorale du Conservatoire de musique join from Gatineau.
Ioulia Blinova and Esther Joo
Give lovely recitals at the piano.
And with Matthieu Latreille at the Organ
Director Iain Phillips macht sich keine Sorgen:.

Sopranos: Hennie Buckshie, Dietlind Gardell
Angela, Erna Handa, Gisela Hell,

Susan Isaac, Karin Pitts, Svetlana,

Eva, Karin,Gertraude Marcel(le) sing ‘wie eena’:
Beautiful sounds in unison,
Like nightingales –  and the choir moves on...
For a summary  I recommend highly for your reading
Joachim Moskaus’s timely musing:

An essay on

What is music? Why do we sing?

It is cleverly written – 

Wir dankten ihm schon!

(Essay found in Programme – Christmas Carol Singing, Dec. 11, 2005)
*Director Iain Phillips sadly passes away.
2006 - 2007
Director Jiri Hlavecek becomes new director

He is superbly inspiring in the music sector.

With guests Montagna Singers, the Alpentrio
The choir continues to sing con brio.
Tenors Ken Currie, Kai Ma, Stanley Ralph, Bill Tyson and Chin Yeung
Die Jahreszeiten von Haydn, the Seasons, are sung.

“Kyrie in D minor” by Mozart and “Ave Verum…”

And by Mendelssohn –Bartholdy, “Fruehlingsahnung.”.

Leo, Henk, Joachim, James and Fred among the Basses
Angela, Irmgard, Joanna, Ellen ,Laura, Sieglinde Maria are Alto-aces.

Ryba’s Czech Christmas Mass under Jiri’s direction

Awakened in me great inspiration….
With Cantique de Jean Racine, 

Jiri decided to walk dahin…

Christmas concert 2007
A young new director ta-kes on

The Ottawa Brahms Choir from then on:

Kurt Ala-Kantti,  a choir boy sensation

Since his youth,  with his Mum’s persuasion,

Gives the choir a little test
Of his Ottawa Bach rehearsal quest.
The choir sings Haydn’s : “The Heavens are Telling”

Rachel Eugster, Keith Gomes, Paul Whiteley’s voices are excelling.

Chinese Children from the CCSO
Sing A wandering son’s chant by Meng Jiao.

Our choir sings: “Do you hear what I hear?”

“Though shalt know him” - Kurt is making it clear:

He encourages us to do our choral duty

And go home and practise our vocal study,

He recommends saying ‘water melon’ twice
Before we start singing -  he has mellowed, is nice. 
Selections from Brahms Requiem, Ave Maria

And many times Johannes “Zigeunerlieder”;
Works from Poland, Ukraine and Spain,
And Vivaldi’s Gloria – it sounded sehr schoen.
With Harmonia /Stats choir we sang  Messiah by Haendel
To commemorate his 250th with orchester elbmesne ensemble.

Magnificat with choir of St. Thomas
Christopher Askwith was Tenor, Andrew Day Bass.
In Spring we re- introduced Brahms Liebeslieder
It’s every Spring “Oh May, komm wieder”!
In the 30th Anniversary Season’s spirit 2010/11
Our Christmas Concert this year was best

With great attendance, and Swiss cake zum Fest.

Among the Christmas Favourites:

Es ist ein Ros von Praetorius;
The Polished Brass – all Five, and Cello

The Choir sang with Ioulia on piano.

“Long Long Ago”, and Brahms “Lullaby”,

“Stille Nacht”. Dieter and Linda were mit dabei.
For our Spring concert, a special piece:

Ein Deutsches Requiem – if you please.

Johannes Brahms will be very proud.
So let’s sing it nicely, not too loud.

Let’s do it right and give it good phrasing

Breathing deep, with soul and heart’s praising.
Harmonia Choir will join us again
United…. In celebration. …Amen. 

Kurt Ala-Kantti – this is a factor
Is many a choir’s first rate director:

He also is member of Ottawa Bach’s fine choir
Critically acclaimed, for the world to admire.
The Board extends:

A very warm welcome to our new members,

who enlightened, sing with us since September’s
rehearsal - We count 41+ in number now 

And look forward to continue singing with glow!
Let’s raise our head to this Choir’s long lasting
To the audience who has been loyal and fasting
To the directors, musicians, all singers old and new…

Happy New Year….. to all of you!
Gretel Harmston Dec.31, 2010
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